ACCoA Meeting Minutes

Monday, November 28, 2011
Greenwood Village City Hall Community Room
The meeting was called to order by President Sharon Hill at 1:00 p.m.  Sharon introduced herself and asked that all participants introduce themselves to the group and explain their affiliation.  
The minutes of the October 24, 2011 meeting were approved as written. Secretary, Sheila Pizarro, requested that attendees provide updated personal and professional information for ACCOA data base updates.
Treasurer, Linda Aluise said there was no new financial information at this time.
Sharon informed the group that there had been an Executive Board meeting on November 7th to establish ACCOA’s direction and projects for 2012.  She discussed the Speakers Bureau that we are attempting to establish during the next year and mentioned that the time following the ACCOA meetings was an excellent time for personal networking.
Committee Reports

Advocacy/Legislative – Bob Epstein  
Bob said the Legislature will start the 2nd Wednesday in January and there are lots of rumors about activities between the two houses.  The hope is that there will be some revenues generated between now and the end of the year.  Senior Day at the Capitol will be held in February.  Further information on that will be provided closer to the date.
Community Awareness – Barb Lotze, Sheila Woodcock 
Sheila explained that the Committee had recently met with Sharon and decided on their goals for the coming year.  She said the collections will be a focus this year and they plan to distribute collections throughout the county.  She passed out signup sheets for organizations to participate. Barb told the group that we are providing approximately 35 Holiday gifts for seniors with Adult Protective Services and thanked the donors.  
Eastern Plains – Hugh E. Johnson 
Hugh was unable to attend the meeting.
Programs –Betty Mergl & Hugh Hilleary

Hugh reminded the group that there will be no meeting in December.  He said the

program for the January Annual Meeting would be Linda Haley presenting an

overview of services that are available for seniors in Arapahoe County.
Public Safety – JD Wystra 

JD was unable to attend the meeting

Special Events – Kathy Turley  
Kathy was unable to attend the meeting. 
DRCOG Advisory Committee on Aging – Cathy Noon, Joe Halpern, Michelle Clopton 
The Committee members deferred to Jayla Sanchez Warren, Director, Area Agency on Aging for updates on DRCOG.  She discussed information that was gathered through various means about strengths and needs assessments for the Area Agencies on Aging.  DRCOG wants to target local elected officials in an outreach project since the shift in demographics is happening so quickly that they may not be aware of it.  Jayla requested that ACCOA find a date and venue where Jayla and their Planner would the discuss issues concerning Arapahoe County and our comparison to other counties.  Arapahoe County’s 60+ population will grow by 30% in the next five years and efforts must be made to accommodate the aging population, fewer workers, reduced tax base, etc..  The concept is to help local officials understand the demands and what they will mean to everyone. ACCOA agreed to be involved in this project.  Sharon, Mason and Jayla will meet to discuss the proposed gathering. Cathy said that Arapahoe County is actually a little ahead on the information sharing since the local elected officials have already been meeting on many of the issues such as providing additional services and livable communities to meet these growing needs.  
Jayla also discussed the Boomer Bond initiative. It is a set of voluntary strategies to support member governments in meeting the needs of a growing older adult population and utilizing local planners, urban designers, housing advocates, transportation planners and engineers, public health and human service officials to assist in the project.

New Business:   
Hugh Hilleary presented the Nominating Committee information for the election of Officers and Committee Chairs for the 2012 year.  He explained that the person who had volunteered for the Treasurer position had withdrawn and then opened the floor for nominations for the position.  Since there were no nominations from the floor, the committee will prepare for nominations and election for that position in January.  As the slate of officers had been provided by email to all members, the election for the remaining officers was held by acclimation without the Treasurer.  
Adjournment of the meeting was by Sharon Hill at 2:18 pm.
Speaker: 
David Hoppe, Family Services Director, Colorado Chapter of Alzheimer’s Association
Topic:
 The 10 signs of Alzheimer’s and dementia and more. 
